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Letter from the Editor
Tennessee Leeuwenburg
Hello to the readers of The Python Papers! This issue marks a major landmark in
our publication, with the largest number of articles ever, the greatest number of
contributors  ever,  the  results  of  our  first  competition  ever  and  the  most
downloads ever! May this trend continue!
In this issue, we present a number of industry articles. These include Python in
Education and MPD WebAMP, as well a great insight into Python in Germany, a
wrap-up of PyCon 2007, a preview of EuroPython 2007 and a look at some great
videos  prepared  by  primary  school  students.  Our  peer-reviewed  section  reproduces  two
selected papers which were originally presented at the Open Source Developer's Conference
20061 (Melbourne, Australia).
The past few months have been a great time for The Python Papers. Since the last issue, we
have had over 3, 000 visitors to the site. One of the goals of the journal has been to appeal to a
global audience. As can be
seen  in  Illustration  1,  the
readership  is  based  very
widely  indeed.  The largest
visitor  group  by  continent
is Europe, with 34% of site
visits.  North  America  is
second with 28% and Asia
is third with 16%. Oceania /
Australasia  acc-ounts  for
13%,  South  Am-erica  4%
and Africa 2%. 3% were not
accounted  for.   These
statistics  were  taken  on
May 202.
I'd  like  to  express  how
pleased I am that we have
been  able  to  engage  so
many distinct groups. I am
not  aware  of  any  detailed
investigation of  the use of
Python  internationally,  so  this  may  represent  unique  information  on  the  spread  of  Python
around the planet. If anyone from Japan, Singapore, Taiwan or Israel would like to contact The
Python Papers, we would love to hear from you as we do not currently have any contacts from
these countries. Indeed, we would love to hear from anyone who would like to be involved with
this journal.
Another exciting discovery has been the audio transcript of The Python Papers which is being
distributed  by  scribd.  The  previous  edition  is  currently  available  from
http://www.scribd.com/doc/6424/The-Python-Papers. From here, the journal may be viewed as a
PDF online, as MS Word, plain text or a text-to-speech rendering may be downloaded as an MP3
file. Having listened to this audio, I must congratulate that site on its great quality. The only
real drawback is that the opening pages of the magazine, the table of contents and the code
snippets can seem repetitive. The article text, however, comes across wonderfully.
There have been significant growing pains involved in the development of The Python Papers.
The editorial board, especially yours truly, has been struggling to achieve all the goals that
would ideally be met. We would love to hear from anyone who would be happy to give us a
1 http://osdc.com.au/
2 http://www.sitemeter.com/?a=stats&s=s28pythonpapers&r=81
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hand, whatever your area of expertise or interest may be. In particular, we would love to hear
from one or more people who are happy to take on the management of our website. This would
include not just the technical aspects of creating a blog (working with the other editors to agree
on a front page design and other “getting started” issues) but also ongoing maintenance of the
website, including helping to create new documents as needed, respond to web queries etc.
There are a  number of  other  roles which a  committed individual  could adopt  and thereby
provide enormous assistance. A representative for each country would be an enormous help,
especially in collating contact and web presence information on local Python User Groups and
events. It is difficult to keep abreast of the variety of activity around the world. Local assistance
here would be a huge help.
Contribute and win – prizewinner announced!
Congratulations  to  Chris  Seickel!  He  is  the  lucky  winner  of  the  “contribute  and  win”
competition. He will receive a 3-OS license for Wing IDE, a fantastic development environment
created by Wingware3.
Introducing The Team
Tennessee Leeuwenburg – Editor-in-Chief
Tennessee  Leeuwenburg  is  a  software  developer  working  at  the  Australian  Bureau  of
Meteorology on automatic text generation of weather forecasts. Prior to this he spent time
working  on  meteorological  data  transfer  standards  in  the  form  of  the  OpenDAP  database
system.
Maurice Ling – Associate Editor
Maurice Ling is a PhD candidate in the department of Zoology of The University of Melbourne
working on text  analysis  of  biological  literature for  the purpose of  understanding hormone
interactions in the mouse mammary cell.
Richard Jones – Associate Editor
Richard is Blue Box Device's lead OpenGL developer with over 10 years of broad experience
working with multiple languages and tools in web-based management systems, data archive,
meta-data systems, computer graphics, business systems, e-commerce and communications.
He also runs the bi-annual PyWeek Game Programming Challenge and is involved with the
organisation of the Open Source Developer's Conference in Melbourne, Australia.
Stephanie Chong – Associate Editor
Stephanie is currently studying Arts/Law at The University of Melbourne.
Contacting The Python Papers
The editors may be contacted via email at: editor@pythonpapers.org.  We  are  always
happy to  receive feedback,  suggestions  for  improvement  and ideas for  future  articles  and
topics. 
3 http://wingide.com/
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Contribute to The Python Papers
If you would like to contribute an opinion piece, an article, participate in an interview or submit
a  paper  for  review  and  publication,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  us  at
editor@pythonpapers.org.
